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BOAT LEELA OF LORD KRISHNA

The Gopis were returning after selling milk, butter, etc. it was evening and not a
single boat was in sight to enable crossing the river Yamuna. The Gopis were in a
hurry as they were anxious to see Krishna who was expected at that time to return
home after grazing the calves. From nowhere a boatman came towards them and he
was extremely handsorme and attractive although he was dark in colour. It was

Krishna in disguise.
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He says - " 1 am boatman GOVINDA and have come for seva. He does not clarify
whether he has come to take seva from them or render service to them. Actually it is
the Gopis who are going to serve him by feeding him and massaging his feet.

The second line is a repetition verbatim of what Krishna told welcoming the Gopis
on the night they arrived for Rasa Leela. God comes himself to the seekers and gives

them several ciues to make them recognize hin.. Without His Grace who can
recognize him? Here he tells his name as GOVINDA. Now the Gopis requested him to

take them across the waters in his boat.
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Note : - Krishna will not take any seeker across the ocean of samsara ( as he is
hungry for their love) until his hunger for their love appeased. He says he is hungry
and so the Gopis feed him with the balance milk, curd, etc. When again hurried by

the Gopis to row them across -
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Krishna is again not prepared to row the boat. He is tired after having had good repast

and wants the Gopis to massage his aching feet. The Gopis are prepared to do any
bidding of the boatman so tong as he hurries to row his boat taking them all across.
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Oh boatman Govinda get up. The Sun is going to set (and dusk will be coming).
Make haste. Lord, the evening of our ife has set in. Come and uplift us {second

meaning).
The boatman says "My boat cant take all of you. Only 2 or 3 at a time can sit in it."

The Gopis cajole him
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Krishna says - "You are all wearing too many silver and other metallic ornaments-
all very heavy. The weight will be too much and the boat will drown along with us.
You have to take off all the ornaments and throw them in the river waters.
Note: The ornaments represent the ego of beauty, youth, education and all condlt:ong
of aii vasanas. They will drown us in the Samsara.
Then Krishna asks them to remove all extra clothes they wore. This is where the
curtain of ignorance has to be removed.
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Ultlmately the Lord reveais himself/ "l am that. ! am that person for seemg whom you
are all hurrying. If you don't believe me, see my face well."
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Each one sees that the hoatman has heegme Krichna with a smiling face wearing a
yellow garment and a garland - the beloved of the Gopis.
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While looking at Krishna, he turned into the ordinary‘boatman Govinda and again into
-ord Krishna and so on aiternately. The Gopis steod with their eyes closed and their
ninds filled with wonder at the Leela of the Lord
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P.S. 1 have split the sandhis and written for case of understanding,



