Shanta-Ananda — The Bliss of Silence

When an evolved soul tells something it will have several significances to suit
various types of people. People are of various conditionings and all have to be
attracted to the Truth.

1. If you ask people to pray to an unknown, formless, indefinable God — 80%
will NOT get full conviction. The next best is to consider an evolved soul as
God. Here again like the last anecdote of Indra and Pratardana going to
Brahma creator (in Chandogya Upanishad) people will consider the
individual with the body only as God. Many can’t go beyond that. They
can’t forget Ramana’s individuality which no longer exists. He is the Totality
— not even part of it. So when the body dies, many will feel discouraged —
“My God is dead — after all he was also mortal.” So they point out to
something lasting longer where they will be able
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more easily in the Spirit behind the symbol like Arunachala and where the
idea of individuality will have less influence.

2. If Ramana were to point out to himself there will be people who will get
disgusted considering it as egoistic. So he points out to something else.
Ultimately all things are one. It is not that divinity is more in Arunachala
and less in the door of the room. But these are all some devices. That is
why we take a river Ganga and say it is holy. We take a tree — peepul — say
it is holy. If every day is Mother’s day who will think of his Mother. If you

select one day, everybody will go to his mummy with a bouquet and a
present. His heart will be elevated.
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