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BHAGAVAN RAMANA — THE EXTRAVAGANT BOON GIVER

AT THE COMMAND OF BHAGAVAN RAMANA
By Swami Shantananda Puri

Swami Shantananda Puri is the disciple of Swami Purushottamananda
of Vasista Guha in Himalayas. He spends six months in the year, at Vasista
Guha in the Himalayas and the remaining six months at Sri Ramanasramanm,
He is the author of several useful books for seekers.

Htwas in 1952, for the first time,
while in Meerut (U.P), | casually came
to hear of one Bhagavan Ramana of
Tiruvannamalai from a friend of mine.

Even though Bhagavan had left his

physical bady in 1950 and | was not
also of a spiritual temperament, a
deep longing arose in me to visit
Tiruvannamalai. It got fulfilled in mid
. 1952 whent went to the South to visit
my parents. Even though | have
studied in a college at Tiruchirappalli

(not far from Tiruvannamalai)

between 1943 and 1947, nobody in
my family or from outside had ever
mentioned to me about the existence
of Bhagavan Ramana. The scholarly
communities of Tamil Nadu in those
days mostly refused to recognize
anybody else as spiritually advanced
other than the Sankaracharyas of
main Peetas. 3

Myself and a friend of mine-

went to Ramana Ashramam and

_ remained in a thatched dormitory

guest house for a couple of days.
Both morning and evening we used
to sitin the temple-of Mother and read
loudly “Lalith Sahasranama Stotram”
in order to attract the admiring
attention of other visitors. We did no
meditation or japa and nor did we
read any books regarding Ramana.
Our spiritual antenna was in an
embryonic stage of development. We
roamed around, enjoyed ourselves
and went away without meeting in
particuiar any of the renowned
devotees of Bhagavan like
Kunjuswami. ‘

My second visit to Sri
Ramanasramam along with the
erstwhile family members was in
1989 but it was also more like a
picnic. tn 1993 as a monk, | came to
Tiruvannamalai but stayed for three
months in Athithi ashram as | was’
afraid  of approaching' Sri




Ramanasramam for free
accommeodation and meals. 1| did
regularly daily meditation in Sri
Ramanasramam and attended the
poojas.

In 1995, as a Sannyasi | got
myseif locked up in a “silence room”
(Moun Mandir} for six months
continuously at Hari Om Ashram,
Nadiad in Gujarat — a room of
darkness ‘without windows and
without a single ray of sunlight ever
penetrating it. After nearly four and
half months of stay, sometime in July
1995 or so, while sitting in meditation,
| heard a sweet voice commanding
me “You shall go to Sri
Ramanasramam at Tiruvannamalai
in November 1995 and do sadhana
there for one year”. An inner instinct
indicated to me that it was the very
voice of the Divine Mother. | found
myself asking the voice — “But | have
heard that Sri 'Rémanasramam
would not allow -anybody to remain
for one year”. Again a crisp reply
flashed into. my mind — “Go and

things will be done”. The same day |
wrote a letter to Sri Ramanasramam

narrating in detail the command from

‘the Divine Mother. | requested that

as possibly they might not be
agreeable to grant me one year stay,
they might permit ‘me as a special

iV
case to stay in the Ashram for 6
weeks within which time | could find
out where there were any other Mutts
or Ashrams nearby who could
sponsor my shelter and food for the
rest of the period. | ended my letter
saying that as it was the command
of the Divine Mother, it was for the
latter to provide me with the
wherewithal necessary for complyihg
with the command. In the letter, | had
only mentioned that | was a great
grand disciple of Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahamsa and was aged about
sixty nine years hailing from Vasista
Guha Ashram in Tehri Garhwal, in the
Himalayas but deliberately refrained
from mentioning that | was a Tamilian.
Surprisingly a reply was received
from the President of &ri
Ramanasramam admonishing’'me
as to why | had restricted my recjuest
for permission to stay for six weeks
while the Divine command was for
one year. In the same breath, the
letter announced that permission had
been granted for the entire year
starting. from November 1995. This
was surely the limitless compassion
of Bhagavan Ramana which had
worked. | read the letter several times
and my eyes brimmed with tears.
That entire night my mind was
revolving around the kindness of




‘Bhagavan Ramana on such an
insignificant unknown monk like me.
Siowly, steadily and imperceptibly
Bhagavan had been spreading the
‘net for me and He has now caught
me. After all | was only a small fry not
worth a glance. Can there be any
logic or rationale behind the

. boundless compassion of Bhagavan
Ramana? | can only weep sifently and
copiously every time { recoffect the

circumstances of my coming to
Bhagavan’s holy feet.
Another beauly was that the
entire year of 1996 had been
declared as the “"Advent Centenary”
year of Bhagavan, who first came to
Tiruvannamalai on 19 of September
1896. The President and all the
ashram authbri_‘_ties were exiremely
- generous and loving towards me
when | reached the Ashram in
November 1995, Every minute of my
stay in Sri Ramanasramam was full
of ecstatic delight. | spent my time'in
_attending Pujas in Samadhis, in
Meditation and reading books
relating to Bhagavan Ramana, for the
first fime.

Sometime in the monih of
March 1996, the President of the
Ashram suggested to me that |
should contribute some article to the
“Advent Centenary Souvenit” which
was to be-brought out. As my own

grasp of the life, teachings and works
of Bhagavan was mediocre | was
unable to think of any subject on

- which | could write. The same

evening when | was s;tttng in my
room ruminating on this probiem, Sri
K. Natesan an ardent devolee aged
84 years who had lived with
Bhagavan for a long time and an
eminent disciple of Sri Ganapati Muni
came to my room and questioneéd me
as to what | was worried about. When
I confessed about my predicament
regarding the contribution of an
article to the Souvenir, he suddenly
exclaimed:~ “Swamiji, | will give you
an excellent idea. In the ébuth, Gods
like Venkatachalapati of Tirupati,
Guruvayurappan, Kamakshi have all
got Suprbhata Stotras which are sung
in chorus every morning in the
respective temples in drder to wake
up the Lord. There-is no such Stotra
on Bhagavan Ramana. Why don't you
try to write sorme Suprabhatam Stotra
on -Bhagévan?” Even though | was
not a schofar in Sanskrit and had
never written any otiginal poetry in
Sanskrit or in any other language at
any time earlier in my life, the idea
wds very. appealing to me. It was
years later that I realized that the
entire episode had ali been planned
and blessed by Bhagavan Ramana
Himseif as a part of his lila (sport).




At my request Sri Natesan
briefly harrated -sequentiaily all the
notable events in Bhagavan's life:
Even a scholar would have hesitated
to undertake this venture of
composing “Suprabhatam” on
Bhagavan. Only a doyen and a
stalwart devotee like Ganapati Muni
could write “Ramana Chatwarimsat’.
Mine was a‘\case of “fools rushing in

where angels fear to tread”. That
' night when | sat down after dinner to
compose the -Suprabhatam, the
poems rofled out of my pen nonstop,
eﬂoniessiy; fo my utter surprise and
unbounded joy. | did not stop for one
minute either to scrt out the ideas or
1o choose a proper word or to set right
the meter of the poem. My pen
- stopped only when | finished some

seventeen or eighteen stanzas in
* about one and half hours, | was in
real ecstasy. | had tead as to how
Bhagavan, while in his body, wrote
through Muruganar a number of
poemé in Tamil and also how he
dictated through the mouth of
Ganapati Muni a substantial part of
“Uma Sahasram”in Virupaksha cave.

Here is a case where nearly
forty ' six years after his
Mahasamadhi, Bhagavan himsalf
had.composed through my hands
“Rarmana Suprabhatam”. What an

abundant grace that Bhagavan chose '

v

me to be his stenographer while he

dictated silently and invisibly.

The next night again, the event
repeated itselt and 1 could finish the
balance stanzas in less than an hour.
In the moming | handed over my
manuscript of Ramana Suprbhatam
to the President of Sri
Ramanasramam, who was visibly
highly pleased, This Suprabhatam .
found a place as the first in the
Souvenir of 1996 and was also
published as a separate book. | must
mention that since 1996, by
Bhagavan's grace, the management
of Sri Ramanasramam has been
henign enough to permit me to come
and stay in the Ashram for a
substantial period each year for deing
my sadhana in the presence of
Bhagavan. '

To crown it all, the Suprabhatam
was sung and got recorded in a

- cassette in an extremely lilting

melodious voice with an impeccable
enunciation of Sanskrit words by Dr.
Ambika Kameshwar who had
inherited her intense devotion to

. Bhagavan Ramana from her parents.

May my loving prostrations be
again and again at the holy feet of
Bhagavan Ramana — the redeemer
non-pareil.

. ,‘. -
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srimatsundarasundaryoh suputra ramana prabhol

uttishta rishisardula kartavyam lokamangalam

Oh! Lord Ramana, blessed son of Sundaram and
Algammal, foremost among sages, arise to bestow auspi-

ciousness on the world.
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uttishtottishta bhagavannavartanagarodbhava!

uttishtiasesharamana bhaktanam mangalam kuru

Arise, awake Oh! Bhagavan of Tiruchchuzhi. Oh!
Beautiful One who abides in all, arise to bestow auspicious-

ness on your devotees.
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rauteeha pakshinivahah paritah mayoorah
tvadroopa sannidhi viyoga vasadivaival
tvamahvayanti pasavo nijagoshta kondat

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-

Bliss. Flocks of birds and peacocks, as though unable to

bear their separation from you, are calling aloud. Cows,

from their places in the cow-shed, are mooing, to welcome

you,
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sosrooyale nigamapdtaravah samantat
vidyarthinam sakalavedavidam dvijanam
pritah pradakshinapara stava bhaktavaryah

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhataml

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Vedic chanting by students, masters and the twice-born
is heard all over the place. Your devotees engage themselves

going round your presence, early before dawn.
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balyatsuvarna karanima tavae prasiddham
adyapt vachchasi tatha saranagatebhyah|
vanchadhikam phalam mayachitameva yastvam

anandachidramana bho tave suprabhdatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. “The Golden-handed One” is thy reputation from
boyhood; even today, the wishes of those who have
surrendered themselves to you, are fulfilled, beyond their

expectations.
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lilagriheeta maranatmaeka bhdavamulah
praptah tedaiva sahasd paramatma bodham|
meenakshyapanga kripaya maduranagaryam

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. By the grace of the side-long glance of Meenakshi,
Mother Divine, and the Queen of Madura Nagari, you
playfully experienced the death-state, while at Madurai and
realised the Self, forthwith.
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bhittva grihadika sudustara moha jalam
sonachalesacharanam saranam prapannah
kaumara eva bhagavatkara lalitastvam

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Even while yet a boy, you were fondled by the Supreme
Lord Arunachaleswara, when you sought His shelter, after
having torn asunder the impregnable net of delusion caused

by attachment to home etc.
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patalalinga vivare bhagavannaho tvam
dashtascha keetamasakaih stapayanchareeram!
svatmaika bodhaniratah hatadeha buddhih

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatamu

Good morning oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Oh Bhagavan! in the solitude of Patila lingam, you
were immersed in the Self, body-sense annihilated, even
though it was undergoing severe austerities, bitten by insects,
mosquitoes etc.
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vasah krito hi bhavata vividhasthaleshu
skandasramadishu tathd vikrutaksha namnil
kim tvam dhruvasyae bhagavannaparavatarah

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Oh Bhagavan! In various places such as Virupaksha,
Skandasramam, have you stayed; are you really Dhruva

reincarnate?
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ko’ham vicharaniratah prathamem bhava tvam srikavyakantha biruda samalankritah san
na'ham sareeramiti nischite buddhivuktah abhyagatah sakala vaidika sastravettal
so'ham prabodhavasi te charananuraktan dhanyo’bhavattava madhusrava deekshanena
anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam anandachidramena bho tava suprabhdatam
Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness- Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. You awaken your devotees to the truth, “I am That” Bliss. Your glance, dripping with sweetness, blessed Sri
by insisting, “you first engage yourself in self-enquiry WHO Ganapati Muni, honoured with the title KAVYAKANTHAM,
AM T and get firmly convinced that you are not the body.” | a scholar in the Vedas and scriptures.
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skandanyanamaviditah kavisarvabhaumah
nirmaya sadguru vinirgata vanimalam
sadyastvadeeya karunodaya sikta gatrah

anandachidramana bho tave suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Muruganar, the great poet Laurette composed a garland
of the sadguru’s sayings (GURU VACHAKA KOVAI) and
offered it to you. Born of your compassion he drenched
himself by his compositions.
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go kaka jantubhirapi pranatai stavanghrau
prapta gatih prathita yogibhirapyalabhya
ko vismayah svajananee gatimukiihetau

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Goed morning, Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. What wonder that you were the cause of your mother’s
liberation. Even cows (Lakshmi), crows and other creatures
which surrendered unto you attained a state beyond the

reach of famous yogis.
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vyaso bhavankimuta partha sakha cha krishno
saddarsanam cha kritavanupadesasaram|
gita'pi te virachita’nupama prabhava

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. You have composed SADDARSANAM! (on par with
Upanishads), UPADESA SARAH (akin to Brahmasutras)

and RAMANA GITA?, whose glory is unrivalled. Oh! Great -

One! Are you Maharshi Vyasa or Lord Krishna, Arjuna’s
companion?
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1. Sanskrit translation by Ganapati Muni, of the Tamil Ulladu
Narpadu by Sri Bhagavan.

2. Sanskrit composition by Ganapati Muni, from the answers
given by Bhagavan to various aspirants.
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na‘ham harih sivagururna yatiswaroham
hritkandarastharamano hyarunachaleso)
peeyooshanatha yatimaha bhavankripaluh

dnandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. In compassion, you told Amritandtha Yati, “I am not
HARI (Vishnu) or SIVA GURU (Subramanya} or SIVA. I
AM Ramana of ARUNACHALA, the Supreme Self, the
indweller of all the hearts viz., ARUNACHALESWARA.”
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samyantythasramapadam kamaneeya keertim
tvaddarsanotsukatayi vividhascha siddhaht
bibhranti te khagamrigadisareera vesam

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhdatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Many a siddha comes to this Ashram of great fame
with a longing to see you; they come disguised as animals
and birds by taking these forms.
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bhranta vibhinna guru bodhita yogamargah
srantah prayatnabehulam tapa acharantah
tesham vicaranapathd rijumargadarshee

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatami

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. You have shown the straight—forward path of
self-enquiry to those deluded in the yoga paths advocated
by various preceptors and to those weary, performing tiring

austerities.
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akarshitah samupayanti videsato’pi
maunena bodhayasi kim raha atmatattvam.
nechchanti gantumite eva gataischa masaih

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Is it that the secret knowledge of the Self is taught
by you in silence to those attracted by you and are coming
from foreign countries? Even after months they are reluctant

to leave your presence.
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leelagriheeta nara veshatanum bhavantam
sonadrinatha mahasah priyavatsabhutam)

vettum hi vastavataya kati va samarthah

sri sonasailabhagavam stava suprabhétami

Good morning. Oh! Bhagavan of Arunachala. How many

are capable of understanding your reality, you have assumed
a human body by sport; you have become the favourite child
of the effulgent Lord of Arunachala.
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saktvayudham hi na cha te na mavoora vaho
guptavatara bhegavianramandapadesah)
tvam shanmukhah sivasuto vadanaikadhiree

sri sonasailabhagavan stava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Bhagavan of Arunachala. You have
secretly incarnated in the guise of Bhagavan Ramana.
Although, possessing only one face, you are verily the sixfaced
Subramanya, Lord Siva’s son, though you neither possess

the Sakti weapon nor do you mount the peacock.
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sono girth smaranamatra vimokshahetuh
sartheekrito bhagavata ramanabhidhena|
sondachalesapadapadmasamarpitena

sri sonasailabhagavam stava suprabhatami

Good morning. Oh! Bhagavan of Arunachala. Arunachala

liberates those who merely remember IT. You Bhagavan, by

dedicating yourself to the feet of Arunachaleshwara, have

reinforced it.
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atvisrame vicharatah sukavamadevan
ko vetti kintu bhagavanramanc hi drishtah)
pratyaksha eva samakdlajanai ranekaih

sri sonasailabhagavam stave suprabhdtam

Good morning. Oh! Bhagavan of Arunachala. Who has
seen Suka and Vamadeva, reputed as wandering sages,
beyond the restrictions of Varnasrama? However, many
contemporaneous people have actually seen Bhagavan

Ramana face to face.
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kim varunachala vibhuti krita cha kantih
kim vadrinatha ramanasya taditprabhaiva?
ko'yam prakdsa it vettu masakia dheerme

sri sonasailabhagavam stava suprabhdatami

Good moerning, Oh! Bhagavan of Arunachala. My mind
is not capable of deciding what kind of light this is. Is it
the effulgence of glorious Arunachala or the scintillating
lightning-like splendour of Ramana, Lord of this Hill!
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koojanti pakshinivahé madhuraih svanai stvam
bhrajanti padmanivaha starunarka bhasal
modanti bhaktanivahéa charanamritasah

sri sonasailabhagavm stava suprabhatam

Good morning. Oh! Bhagavan of Arunachala. Flocks of
birds sing your name in melodious voices. Lotuses are glowing
by the rays of the rising sun. Devotees in groups happily
wait for consecrated water—CHARANAMRITA.
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tishtonti vaidika sikhamanayah prahrishtah
tvat pujanaya dhritamangala vastuhastah)
naryascha gayvanaparah puratah sthitaste

sri sonasailabhagavam stava suprabhdatam

Good morning. Oh! Bhagavan of Arunachala. The Vedic
priests, holding in their hands, auspicious materials are
standing for your worship. Women, singing hymns of praise,
stand hefore you.
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gayanti ye pratidinam tava suprabhatam
vindanti saukhyamiha bodhamayeem cha drishtim
dehatmabhave viratascha vimuktamayah

anandachidramana bho tava suprabhétami

Good morning. Oh! Ramana the Supreme-Consciousness-
Bliss. Those who recite your ‘suprabhatam’ hymn everyday
will be happy and gain a vision of true knowledge. They
will cease to identify with the body and will be released
from the clutches of Maya.
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